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Abstract: the article reviews the problem of environmental protection of the Barents region, highlights that our
planet is on the verge of global ecological catastrophe, considers what measures can be taken for the environmental
protection.
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Ecological problems have no borders. The problems and prospects of the blue planet interest not only scientists
and futurologists, but also industry, politicians and public. There is hardly a young person who is not conserved with
the preservation of our natural habitat. To recognize environmental problems and master them, to reduce and avoid
environmental pollution, to discover and develop ecologically sound technologies — there are the essential building
blocks for our future.

Scientists predict that by the year 2050 the population will be doubled what is today. The fact remains that the
rate of food production fell behind population growth in many of developing countries. The annual fish catch
already exceeds what the world’s oceans can successfully sustain. If we go on using our natural recourses at today’s
rates, we will have used up the entire reserves of cooper, natural gas and oil by the year 2054.

European countries solve these problems together: the necessary measures are taken, congresses and conferences
are organized, and these questions have already the reflection in the legislation of many countries. All are
encouraged to make a contribution towards protecting the environment. Dedication and the courage to change our
way of thinking are called for.

We are to stop pollution. Many countries in the world are trying to solve the problem of the pollution in many
ways, either by trying to burn fossil fuels more cleanly, new power plants use a method, which cuts sulphur
emission down by 80 per cent, etc. Developing such technologies may raise the price of electricity a little, but will
save millions of trees, plants and animals and human health [2].

People don’t have to wait for their government to make changes in the environmental regulations. Reducing
exposure normally demands only modest alterations in our daily routine. Giving up smoking, taking out carpets,
improving ventilation, using water and air filters, avoiding household products, containing toxic compounds, will
make our houses and offices healthier place to live and work. We can grow plants and trees, to purify waste, to build
the purification systems, to start urgent campaigns in order to preserve environment.

Nowadays there are many pressure different groups in many countries, which try to find solutions to the
problems of pollution at the national and international level. So they are groups of people with a common interest in
trying to draw the public attention to environment problems, to influence the government decisions.

Greenpeace is a very famous pressure group. Its headquarters are in Amsterdam, but it operates in 25 countries
worldwide. The aim of Greenpeace is to protect wildlife of nuclear tests and toxic wastes.

«Friends of the Earth» is one of the British pressure groups with an international reputation. Its general aim is to
conserve the planet’s resources and reduce pollution. Now it operates in 44 countries worldwide [1].

The Nature Protection Subgroup of the Barents Euro — Arctic Council’s Working Group on Environment,
implements and coordinates co — operation on biodiversity and habitat conservation in the Barents Region.

Finland, Sweden and Norway have been co — operating with Russia in the field of biodiversity and habitat
conservation for more than 20 years. Finland and Russia have built a transboundary network of protected areas
around the concept of the Green Belt of Fennoscandia.

The Barents Euro — Arctic Region represents some of the last intact pristine wilderness areas in Europe. The last
remaining intact old — growth forests are also located in northern Europe, mainly in the Russian parts of the Barents
Euro — Arctic Region.

In the northern part of the Region the eco — systems are relatively intact but vulnerable. The Barents Region is
recognized as an increasingly important part of the global natural heritage, requiring protection and sustainable
management.

Threats to the remaining intact wilderness areas continue to grow due to increasing and often unsustainable use
of natural resources such as gas, oil, mineral and forests, aquatic and other living resources. Biodiversity loss and
habitat fragmentation remain the biggest threat to the biodiversity of the Barents region [3].



Several protected areas have been established along national borders within the Barents Euro — Arctic Region.
Also, wildlife management and protection of migratory species require co — operation between the countries. Co —
operation and exchange of experience are regarded as both a challenge and an opportunity.

In conclusion I’d like to say that people must develop new safe technologies that won’t destroy and damage the
environment. More and more people are beginning to understand that a clean and healthy nature is important. And
there is no escape from this ecological crisis without organizing a single body dealing with the environmental
problems, developing and carrying out a nation wide program of environmental protection and co — operating with
international schemes. We have to keep the Earth green and healthy and full of millions of wonderful creatures.
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